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The Regular meeting of the Penfield Town Board was held on Wednesday, 
November 17, 2021 at 7:00 PM at the Penfield Town Hall, 3100 Atlantic 
Avenue, Penfield, New York. 
 
Present: R. Anthony LaFountain  Supervisor 
  Debbie Drawe   Councilwoman 

Linda Kohl    Councilwoman 
  Andrew Moore   Councilman   
 
Also Present: 
  Amy Steklof   Town Clerk  
  Richard Horwitz   Town Attorney 
 
Absent: Bob Ockenden   Councilman 
  
 
Supervisor LaFountain called the meeting to order – Pledge of Allegiance 
 
Supervisor LaFountain presented a Certificate of Recognition to Madeline 
“Mary” Cotter in appreciation of her exceptional leadership in 
academics, STEM education and athletics and for her service and 
dedication to collecting and sending gently used footwear to children in 
Africa through “Re-run Shoes”. 
 
Communications and Announcements 
 

1. The Chanukah holiday arrives early this year beginning Sunday 
November 28, 2021 at sundown. Please join us at Schaufelberger 
Park in the four corners of Penfield on Monday, November 29th at 
5:30PM for a menorah lighting ceremony. 

 
2. Councilman Moore spoke about the misinformation being spread on 

social media regarding Community Choice Aggregation, (CCA). He 
clarified for town residents the following: 

 
 1) “The town is profiting from CCA”  
    Clarification: The town is not generating any revenue from CCA. 
 
 2) “The town is collecting a 3% commission like the City of   
    Rochester” 
    Clarification: The town is not collecting any commission from   
    the CCA initiative. 
 
 3) “The CCA has a $100 initiation fee” 
    Clarification: There is no initiation fee. 
 

4) “The town residents are being forced to use CCA without any 
   choices or options.” 
   Clarification: As a homeowner, you have a choice to join in a 
   bulk rate buying initiative aimed to lower utility costs or 
   opt-out and maintain what you already have. 
 
Councilman Moore went on to say that for the past two (2) years 
the town has been discussing all elements regarding CCA and what 
the town can do to help control rising utility costs for 
homeowners. Residents have asked the town to help provide bulk 
buying capacity that they would otherwise not get on their own. 
Councilman Moore stated there are many articles online that talk 
about how costs are going up for heating homes this winter. He 
read several of the articles into the record. Undoubtedly there 
will be increased utility costs. 
Councilman Moore stated that the CCA town initiative today locks 
in the rate 5.7 cents per kilowatt hour for a two (2) year term. 
Currently, the most recent rate without a CCA is 6.8 cents per 
kilowatt hour as of mid-October. 
Councilman Moore reiterated that the CCA is an option for 
residents. He stated that if there is a desire to be part of a 
bulk buying group using 50% green energy then you do not have to 
do anything and you will automatically be enrolled. If you choose 



 2 
 

to test the utility market on your own or want to continue as is 
then you have the option to opt-out of the CCA town initiative.  
For more information please visit our website at www.Penfield.org 
or visit PenfieldCCA.com. You may also contact Constellation New 
Energy at 1-833-475-5228. 
 
 

3. Supervisor LaFountain read a statement from RG&E and NYSEG that 
said they want to actively communicate with their customers to 
enroll in budget billing programs that help spread the total 
energy cost evenly over a period of a year. If anyone is having 
difficulty paying bills, their case will be reviewed through 
assistance programs to see which ones they may qualify for. 
It is suggested by RG&E and NYSEG for residents to take steps to 
improve energy efficiency to reduce energy bills. For additional 
information please visit www.RGE.com or call 1-800-743-2110. 

 
Public Participation  
 
Rose Hanscom, 145 Anytrell, West Webster, thanked the Town Board for its 
environmental efforts and thanked Supervisor LaFountain and Councilman 
Moore for all their efforts throughout the years. 
 
Ms. Hanscom stated, since December 2012 she has been concerned with the 
Town Board approval of the Baytowne Street of shops and the rezoning of 
over 14 acres to make possible the construction of the super Walmart 
that is located there. To this day, over 20 store fronts are vacant in 
the plaza. She feels the Town should not have converted residential 
property to commercial development. She said the conversion has brought 
more traffic and noise to the area. Property maintenance agreements were 
written up to mitigate the noise but the agreements that have been 
signed by the DiMarco Group have not been completely honored. This 
included sweeping of the parking lots and garbage removal. She would 
like someone to take responsibility for these violations. She stated 
that she received a letter from the town assuring her that the DiMarco 
Group would be held accountable. However, the violations continue. She 
would like this issue resolved before the Supervisor retires this year. 
 
Supervisor LaFountain asked if it is the same company that is involved 
with the maintenance of the property. Ms. Hanscom said, “No.” 
 
Supervisor LaFountain stated he meets with the Town Attorney on a 
regular basis and will discuss this issue with him on what the next 
steps should be to fix this on-going problem. 
 
Additions and Deletions to Agenda - None 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Councilwoman Drawe moved to approve the Minutes of October 6, 2021, 
Councilwoman Kohl seconded. All present voted “Aye.” 
 
Petitions - None 
 
Resolutions by Function 
 
Law and Finance 
 
#21T-217 Approval of Issuance of a Special Permit to Allow the       
    Change in Ownership and Operatorship of the Eleven (11)       
    Studio Units Within a Penfield Landmark at 2567 Browncroft     
    Blvd. – SBL# 123.08-1-30 OGRE and Friends LLC 
 
WHEREAS, an application has been received by the Penfield Town Board for 
the issuance of a Special Permit pursuant to Chapter 250-6.2-I of the 
Code to allow new ownership and operatorship of the eleven (11) studio 
units within a Penfield landmark at 2567 Browncroft Blvd., located in 
the R-1-20 zoning district; and 
 



 3 
 
WHEREAS, in granting approval for a Special Permit to convert the three 
(3) family residence into eleven (11) studio units within a Penfield 
landmark at 2567 Browncroft Blvd. on April 3, 2019, condition #1 of 
Resolution 19T-104, states, “The applicants shall obtain a Special 
Permit from the Town Clerk and pay the appropriate fee; Said Special 
Permit shall be non-transferable and any future owner shall be 
responsible for obtaining a Special Permit from the Town Board to 
continue to use the site for the approved eleven (11) studio units or 
any other use proposed for the site”; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town Board of the said Town of Penfield held a public 
hearing at the Town Hall, 3100 Atlantic Avenue, in the Town of Penfield, 
New York on October 20, 2021 at 7:00 PM on said date, to consider the 
said application and hear all persons interested on the question of the 
issuance of a Special Permit to allow new ownership and operatorship of 
the eleven (11) studio units within a Penfield landmark at 2567 
Browncroft Blvd., in the R-1-20 zoning district, and the public hearing 
was closed and decision was reserved. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT 
 
RESOLVED, that the applicant’s request for a Special Permit to allow new 
ownership and operatorship of the eleven (11) studio units within a 
Penfield landmark at 2567 Browncroft Blvd, is hereby GRANTED subject to 
the following conditions: 
 
 1.  The applicant shall obtain a Special Permit from the Town 
Clerk and pay the appropriate fee; Said Special Permit shall be non-
transferable and any future owner shall be responsible for obtaining a 
Special Permit from the Town Board to continue to use the site for the 
approved eleven (11) studio units or any other future use proposed for 
the site. 
 
 2.  The applicant shall be permitted to own and operate the eleven 
(11) studio units at this location subject to compliance with the 
applicable conditions set forth by the Town Board in its resolution 19T-
104 dated April 3, 2019 as well as this resolution.  Any intent to 
modify the scope of this proposal shall require Special Permit review 
and approval from the Town Board. 
 
 3.  The current owners were granted site plan approval by the 
Planning Board to construct up to twelve (12) garage units on the site 
under the premise that the site would support twelve (12) studio units.  
Since the owners modified their building plans to accommodate eleven 
(11) units, they were permitted to construct no more than twelve (12) 
garage units on site.  The twelfth unit is devoted to storage of 
personal items supporting the site, such as lawn maintenance equipment, 
winter maintenance equipment, patio furniture, etc.  It shall not be 
used for tenant storage at any time.  Further, since the twelfth garage 
is used for storage, there will be no need for a storage shed on the 
premises and none shall be permitted.  There shall be no other storage 
structures permitted on the site.   
 
    4. The applicant is required to obtain a Certificate of 
Appropriateness prior to undertaking any exterior improvements to the 
residence and garages with the exception of normal maintenance. 
 
 5.  The Town Board has granted the applicant’s request for a 
Special Permit subject to him submitting a copy of the lease for the 
site that requires renters to lease rooms for a minimum of seven (7) 
days.    Said lease shall be submitted to the Town prior to the 
applicant assuming ownership and operatorship of the property. 
 
 6.  The applicant proposes to install a sign to identify the 
property as the “Ross Farm”.  The applicant shall submit a sign package 
for review and approval by the Town Board and Historic Preservation 
Board and shall obtain a sign permit from the Building Department upon 
receiving approval from both boards. 
 



 4 
 
 7.   The applicant shall ensure that the soffit lighting on the 
rear of the residence be dimmed so as to minimize lighting impacts to 
the neighbors to the rear of the property. 
 
 8.  Failure to comply with the conditions set forth hereinabove 
may result in the revocation of this Special Permit pursuant to the 
requirements of the Zoning Ordinance. 
 
 AND BE IT FURTHER 

RESOLVED, that the applicant’s proposal is classified as Type II 
action pursuant to the requirements of the State Environmental Quality 
Review Act (SEQRA), and the Town Board, acting as lead agency, has 
determined that this action will not have a significant effect on the 
environment based on its findings and conditions of approval. 

  
The Town Board, in granting the Special Permit, does so based on 

its following findings:  
 

1. The current owners requested and received local landmark status 
from the Historic Preservation Board on November 2, 2017, which 
subsequently allowed them to request a Special Permit from the 
Town Board to allow the conversion to eleven (11) studio units.  
The applicant is requesting a Special Permit to operate the site 
as the current owners have, and proposes no changes to the site. 

 
2. The Town Board has conditioned the approval of the Special Permit 

on the applicant requiring his tenants to lease for a minimum of 
seven (7) days to ensure that the site does not become a hotel or 
bed and breakfast type operation.  The Board has further requested 
the applicant to minimize lighting impacts to adjacent properties 
to the rear of the site by dimming the soffit lighting on the rear 
of the building. 
 

3. The Town Board has granted a non-transferable Special Permit to 
ensure that any modification of the scope of the applicant’s 
business plan be required to be reviewed by the Town Board and 
Historic Preservation Board to ensure that any such modification 
protects the residential and historic character of the subject 
property and the neighborhood. 
 

4. The current owners installed a four foot high black chain link 
fence and landscaping which was required by the Historic 
Preservation Board and Town Board.  The fencing was not adequate 
to provide effective buffering from the neighbors to the south, 
who have subsequently installed a fence along their rear property 
line to minimize impacts from vehicle headlights entering and 
leaving the site which serves to better buffer them. 
 

5. The proposed use, since its conversion, has resulted in the 
enhancement of the historic character of the structure and the 
neighborhood in general, and has served to allow the owners to 
secure income necessary to assist them to restore, maintain, and 
preserve its character.  The same is expected to be true of the 
applicant as well. 
 

6. The applicant owns other rental properties in Monroe County and 
has demonstrated to the Town Board that he is a responsible 
landlord and has also demonstrated his commitment to acting as a 
steward in preserving the historic character of the residence and 
the property. 

  
 
Moved: Moore 
Seconded: Kohl 
 
    Vote:  Drawe   Aye  Kohl  Aye   
   LaFountain  Aye  Moore  Aye 
   Ockenden  Absent 
 
Adopted 
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21T-218 Granting a Conditional Use Permit to Allow an Office and  
        Emergency Food Cupboard at 1771 Penfield Road – 139.09-1-13 – 
        Penfield Hope 
 
WHEREAS, an application has been received by the Penfield Town Board for 
the issuance of a Conditional Use Permit pursuant to §250.5-10-D(17) of 
the Code to allow an office and emergency food cupboard at 1771 Penfield 
Road, located in the Four Corners (FC) zoning district; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town Board of the said Town of Penfield held a public 
hearing at the Penfield Town Hall, 3100 Atlantic Avenue, in the Town of 
Penfield, New York on November 3, 2021, at 7:00 PM on said date, to 
consider the application and hear all persons interested on the question 
of issuance of a Conditional Use Permit to allow an office and emergency 
food cupboard at 1771 Penfield Road in the Four Corners (FC) zoning 
district and the public hearing was closed. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT  
 
RESOLVED, that the applicant’s request for a CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT to 
allow an office and emergency food cupboard is hereby GRANTED subject to 
the following conditions: 
 

1. The applicant shall obtain a CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT from the Town 
Clerk and pay the appropriate fee. The CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT is 
non-transferable.  Any subsequent owner or operator shall be 
required to apply for and obtain a CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT from the 
Town Board to be permitted to operate a business from this 
location. 
 

2. The applicant shall comply with all requirements of the New York 
State Building Code pertaining to operating an office and 
emergency food cupboard at this location; specifically, that the 
site shall be inspected by the Fire Marshal to ensure compliance 
with said Code. 

 
3. All refuse shall be properly disposed of, and the property shall 

be maintained consistent with the requirements of the Penfield 
Town Code. 
 

4. The applicant has submitted a sign package for the property which 
has been reviewed and approved by the Town Board.  The applicant 
may apply for a sign permit from the Building Department and pay 
the appropriate fee. 

 
5. Failure to comply with the conditions set forth hereinabove may 

result in the revocation of this Conditional Use Permit pursuant 
to the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance. 

 
 
AND BE IT FURTHER 
 
RESOLVED, that the Town Board has declared itself lead agency and has 
classified the applicant’s proposal as an Unlisted action pursuant to 
the requirements of the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) 
and has determined that this proposal will not have a significant effect 
on the environment, therefore, no additional environmental review of 
this application is required. 
 
The Town Board, in granting the Conditional Use Permit, does so based on 
its following findings: 

 
1. The applicant proposes to lease the property at 1771 Penfield 

Road for the purpose of operating an office and emergency food 
cupboard to serve the needs of Penfield and surrounding 
communities. 

 
2. The owner of the property has recently constructed a new parking 

lot and access to Motts Lane.  Those improvements will 
adequately serve the applicant’s needs. 



 6 
 

 
3. The applicant proposes to operate well within the permitted 

hours of operation in the Four Corners district.  
 
4. The applicant provided the Town Board with a sign package for 

its review and approval, and the Board has approved the sign 
package as proposed. 

 
5. This use will provide a service to the residents of Penfield and 

surrounding communities and is a use consistent with the goals 
of the Four Corners Plan. 

 
Moved: Moore 
Seconded: Kohl 
 
    Vote:  Drawe   Aye  Kohl  Aye   
   LaFountain  Aye  Moore  Aye 
   Ockenden  Absent 
 
Adopted 
 
21T-219 Amendment to Resolution #21T-193 Authorization for Supervisor to 

  Sign and Submit Justice Court Assistance Program Grant        
   Application 
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Penfield Justice Courts wishes to apply for a 
Justice Court Assistance Program Grant to upgrade Town Justice Courts;  
and 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Board of the Town of Penfield 
authorizes Penfield Town Court to apply for a JCAP grant in the 2021-22 
grant cycle up to $30,000. 
 
Moved: Moore 
Seconded: Kohl 
 
    Vote:  Drawe   Aye  Kohl  Aye   
   LaFountain  Aye  Moore  Aye 
   Ockenden  Absent 
 
Adopted 
 
21T-220 Authorizing the Acceptance of a Donation of 1407 Five Mile Line  
 Road from Carmen M. Bird, Tax Account No. 094-18-1-8 
 
 
WHEREAS, Carmen M. Bird has offered to donate to the Town of Penfield 
property located at 1407 Five Mile Line Road, in memory of her husband, 
Charles Bird; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town Board is supportive and very appreciative of the 
donation of said property; and  
 
WHEREAS, the Penfield Town Board is best suited to act as “lead agency” 
within the meaning of the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) 
and thus does hereby designate itself as “lead agency” pursuant to 
SEQRA; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the subject action is determined to be an Unlisted action 
pursuant to the State Environmental Quality Review Act (SEQRA) and the 
Town Board has determined that acceptance of the donation of the subject 
property will not create an adverse impact to the environment;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT  
 
RESOLVED, that the Town of Penfield hereby accepts the donation and 
transfer of property commonly known and described as 1407 Five Mile Line 
Road, Penfield, NY  from Carmen M. Bird subject to all requirements as 
prescribed by the Town Attorney.  
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Moved: Moore 
Seconded: Drawe 
 
    Vote:  Drawe   Aye  Kohl  Aye   
   LaFountain  Aye  Moore  Aye 
   Ockenden  Absent 
 
Adopted 
 
Public Works 
 
21T-221 Authorization to Establish a Traffic Control Device on Whalen   
   Road at Baird Road                                    
 
WHEREAS, pursuant to the New York State Vehicle and Traffic Law, Section 
1651 and 1652-a, the Penfield Town Board is given the authority to 
authorize the establishment of various traffic control devices within 
the Town of Penfield; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Penfield has received a request from the Monroe 
County Department of Transportation in a letter dated October 29, 2021 
to install a No Turn on Red 7am – 8 am School Days/Eastbound; 
  
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby authorizes 
said traffic control device as stated in said letter dated October 29, 
2021; and  
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Clerk be and hereby is directed to 
sign, and return with a copy of this resolution, said letter dated 
October 29, 2021 to the Monroe County Department of Transportation. 
 
Moved: Drawe 
Seconded: Moore 
 
    Vote:  Drawe   Aye  Kohl  Aye   
   LaFountain  Aye  Moore  Aye 
   Ockenden  Absent 
 
Adopted 
 
21T-222 Amendment to Resolution 21T-209 Awarding the contract for   
    Janitorial Services at the Town Hall 
 
BE IT RESOLVED, that Resolution 21T-209 adopted on November 3, 2021 for 
the awarding of the contract for janitorial services at the Town Hall to 
Clark Building Services did not include the correct cost for the 
contract due to a clerical error; 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that Resolution 21T-209 is 
hereby amended to show the correct cost of the contract to be 
$20,131.92; 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the correction of the contract cost did not 
change or impact the bid results or outcome of either of the janitorial 
contracts referenced in Resolution 21T-209 or Resolution 21T-210. 
 
Moved: Drawe 
Seconded: Kohl 
 
    Vote:  Drawe   Aye  Kohl  Aye   
   LaFountain  Aye  Moore  Aye 
   Ockenden  Absent 
 
Adopted 
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21T-223 Authorization to Appropriate Funds for Power Purchase Agreement 
   Energy Production               
 
WHEREAS, the Town of Penfield entered into a Power Purchase Agreement 
with Solar City on March 28, 2016 and amended on October 30, 2017,  
 
AND WHEREAS, Solar City is now part of Tesla and the original contract 
conditions remain in effect; and  
 
WHEREAS, the solar array located at 1607 Jackson Road was installed by, 
and is to be maintained by Tesla for the duration of the contract period 
at no cost to the Town; AND 
 
WHEREAS, all power generated from the solar array is pushed to the grid 
and the Town and Tesla are to be compensated for the power generated; 
AND 
 
WHEREAS, the understanding was that the utility would share those cost 
savings per the contract with both the Town and Tesla; AND  
 
WHEREAS, the Town has received the full benefit of the power generated 
to date with no cost savings shared with Tesla;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board approves the 
appropriation of $275,000.00 from the Unassigned General Fund Balance as 
an amendment to the 2021 budget to provide the cost savings due Tesla 
for the energy production as agreed upon in the Power Purchase Agreement 
from April 2019 through October 2021. 
 
Moved: Drawe 
Seconded: Moore 
 
    Vote:  Drawe   Aye  Kohl  Aye   
   LaFountain  Aye  Moore  Aye 
   Ockenden  Absent 
 
Adopted 
 
 
Public Safety - None 
 
Community Services - None 
 
Old Business - None 
 
New Business - None 
 
Public Participation 
 
Supervisor LaFountain directed residents to view accurate information 
regarding the CCA at PenfieldCCA.com 
 
Town Clerk Steklof read 3 emails, regarding Shadow Pines, into the 
record. (See attached) 
 
Executive Session  
 
Next Meeting – December 1, 2021 
 
Supervisor LaFountain stated on behalf of the Town Board he wishes 
everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. 
 
Adjournment 
 
Supervisor LaFountain moved to adjourn the meeting at 8:00PM 
 
      Amy M. Steklof, RMC/CMC   
      Town Clerk 
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Hello Amy...I would like this email read into the public record at Wednesday's Town Board meeting. 
Thank you! -Mindy 

 
Dear Penfield Supervisors and Town Board, 

 
I'm writing out of concern over the mowing of large areas of milkweed and other native plants on 

the Shadow Pines property. These plants provide critical habitat for the endangered Monarch 

butterfly, and other needed pollinators, as well as for birds and other wildlife. The indiscriminate 

mowing and destruction of this habitat was not the expected outcome of the 2018 vote to -"save" 

this property from development. 

The Town of Penfield has a legacy of strong environmental stewardship. Projects to promote 

sustainability that have been undertaken in recent years are more cause for town pride. I 

believe that the thoughtful preservation of pollinator ecosystems within the Shadow Pines 

property could be another point of pride. It shows that not only does Penfield care about 

environmental sustainability and the natural world, but that it cares about future generations of 

Penfielders as well. An added bonus is that there is no expense to the Town to maintain them since 

these habitats already existed. 

I'd like to ask that these areas become designated pollinator habitat, incorporated into the official 

plans, to be preserved. I'd also like to ask that future mowing and development be done in such a 

way that it incorporates the biodiversity that naturally occurred there, in as many places as possible 

and not as a last priority. 

As trees have come down, and other large scale changes to the natural aspects of this property 

have been made, I worry the initial intent of 'saving Shadow Pines' is being ignored. I also worry 

that the aspects that make that property noteworthy are being unnecessarily removed. I 

understand that parts of the Shadow Pines Master Plan are currently underway; the addition of a 

'Pollinator Plan' would add value and interest to the property as a whole, inviting more visitors to 

it and, by extension, to Penfield. If I can be of assistance in determining what such a plan would 

entail, I'm happy to help. Thank you for your consideration. 

 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Mindy Maclaren 

 
1724 Five Mile Line Road 
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Hi there, 
 

I would ask that this letter be read in to the public record. 
 

I have been so disheartened by the amount of mowing that has taken place at Shadow Pines 
recently. It was such an amazing, pollinator friendly area, yet all of the pollinators and wildlife that 
would have overwintered there are now completely gone. I understand that there are big plans in 
the works for this property. I also understand that the property was not purchased to let it grow wild 
and that we are not likely to change any minds on the development plans. However, to my 
understanding, the amount of mowing that has recently happened (and continues still) is way 
beyond the plans we've seen thus far. I'm writing to ask that future mowing and development be 
done in such a way that incorporates the biodiversity that naturally occurred there, in as many 
places as possible and not as a last priority. Humans need pollinators and insects to grow our food. 
The ecosystem needed to support them was already there, no help needed by the town other than 
to let it be. 
Grassy fields are not the nature we need. 

 
Please see a picture I took this summer below, it is but a tiny part of the amazing plant life that 
supported the butterflies, bees, fireflies, birds, other insects and wildlife that lived there. Milkweed, 
butterfly weed, goldenrod and so on. Although any overwintering pollinators are now wiped out, 
these plants can still grow back in as many places as we allow it. Some of the areas are more 
densely populated than others, as seen in the picture, therefore contributing more bang for the buck 
should they be identified and allowed to grow. I would ask that these areas be dedicated and 
incorporated in to the official plans so that they will be preserved going forward. Humans should 
have the ability to not have to start over with every area we "develop". 

 

See https://homegrownnationalpark.org/ for more resources on why biodiversity and pollinator 
pathways are so important right now. Please let Shadow Pines be a role model for the change 
needed to help fix some of the damage we've caused to the one planet that we have to live on. 

 
Thanks, 
Cindy Harrison 
234 Parkview Drive 
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Dear Penfield Supervisors and Town Board 
 

I request that this email be read into the public record 
 

First, I would like to thank the Town for purchasing the Shadow Pines Golf Course Land and turning it 

into a town park. walk in the North park almost every day. I grew up in Penfield and as a child I 

played in the fields there with my friends. This summer was especially wonderful to walk there as 

the park had become a natural butterfly/ pollinator sanctuary. Every day I would see dozens of 

butterflies, bees, dragonflies, and other wildlife on my daily walk. It was better than most butterfly 

trails I have been on. In addition, there would be kids with their parents looking at all the insects 

and people with binoculars birdwatching. My brief walk was a highlight of my day. 

Then the brush hogging took place. This is the mowing of the non-grass areas (many of which were 

milkweed gardens) in support of the Disc Golf course. In one day, I went from seeing dozens of 

butterflies on my walk to a single 

butterfly. In addition, over the past month or so additional brush hogging has taken place in areas that 

do not appear to be part of the disc course plans or the new plans being discussed for tennis courts, 

etc. 

As a result of this mowing and in an effort to educate myself on the plight of butterflies and all 

pollinators, I came across several organizations whose objectives are to maintain patches of  milkweed  

and other  pollinator  habitat.  Two that Stand out are: 

Monarchs in the Rough ( https://monarchsintherough.org/) 
 

This is a program that partners with golf courses to restore pollinator habitat in out-of-play areas. They 

are working to create essential habitat for butterflies and increase awareness of the golf sector's 

contribution to the monarch conservation challenge. Locus Hill County Club is listed as participating in 

this program. 

Monarch Waystation Program ( https:llmonarchwatch.org/waystations/) 

You can help by creating "Monarch Waystations" (monarch habitats) in home gardens, at schools, 

businesses, parks, zoos, nature centers, along roadsides, and on other unused plots of land. Creating 

a Monarch Waystation can be as simple as adding milkweeds and nectar sources to existing gardens 

or maintaining natural habitats with milkweeds. No effort is too small to have a positive impact. 

The town already has a number of parks with manicured lawns and wide open spaces. Why not allow 

for some of the natural biodiversity in Shadow Pines to come back. The town has looked at the park 

from an engineering standpoint, but what about taking another look from an environmental 

perspective and determine if there is a way to maintain and support some of these natural areas rather 

than indiscriminately brush hogging and mowing everything down. It seems simple to allow some of 

the milkweed to grow back in support of natural habitat for birds, butterflies, bees and other insects. 

There should really be no cost associated with this since the plants are already there. There should 

also be some level of cost savings from no longer having to continually clear these areas. 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input. 
 

Yours truly, 
  Carol Giotto 

 


